* * 


| "The appreſſtve, unjuſt, and prophane 3 and 7. 
of the Corporation and Teſt A, expoſed 


A -$S E KM ON 


"PREACHED BEFORE 
THE CONGREGATION 


oF 


PROTESTANT DISSENTERS, 


MEETING IN 
CANNON-STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
FEBRUARY 27, 1790. _ 


- 
— — 


That it may pleaſe thee to defend all that are oppreſſed. 


That it may pleaſe thee to forgive our enemies, perſecutors, and 
flanderers, ..ND TO TURN THEIR HEARTS. 


We beſeech thee to hear us good Lord. 
„ Litany of the Church of England, 
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PSALM cxix. 161. 


Princes have perſecuted me without a cauſe : but my 
heart ftandeth in awe of thy word, 


PERSECUTION for conſcienee ſake is nothing 
1 new; it hath exiſted ever ſince virtue and vice 
have diſtinguiſhed the characters of men. Righteous 
Abel was ſlain by his inhuman brother, becauſe his 
works were righteous, and his brother”s evil. 

We may trace the operation of the fame prin- 
ciple, throughout the hiſtory of the Jewiſh church; 
many of the prophets of that diſpenſation fell victims 
to the infernal rage of ungodly men: and on many 
occaſions the number of the godly was ſo reduced, 


and the revengeful ſpirit of the impious roſe ſo high, 
that had not the former been the peculiar care of 


heaven, they muſt have been totally extirpated from 
the earth. 


David, the author of this pſalm, was no leſs noted 


for his piety, than for the extraordinary revolutions 
which 


» 


C244 


which took place in his affairs; he is expreſsly ſaid 


to be a man after God's own heart. 1 Sam. xiii. 14. 
A 


Though the conſummation of the happineſs of 


the righteous is reſerved for a future period; yet, 


on ſome occaſions the Deity hath been pleaſed to 
confer diſtinguiſhing marks of his favour upon them 
even in this world. —Thus was David rewarded ; for 
we are informed, 1 Sam. xvil. 12. that the Lord 
was with him. 


But from the 14th verſe of the fame chapter we 
learn, that this very circumſtance gave birth to an 


unconquerable hatred in Saul towards David; om 


whoſe ruin he ſeems thenceforward — 
bent; and his courtiers (men who too oſten are only; 


tools for princes) uniting with him, probably gave 


occaſion for David's complaint in our text, Princes. 


have perſecuted me without a cauſe. 

That religion was the cauſe of his buffering per- 
ſecution, is confirmed by the characters of his per- 
ſecutors, verſes 95. 110, as well as by the various 
expreſſions this chapter contains of his reſolutions to 
perſevere in the paths of godlineſs, nnn 
all oppoſition. ; 


Ties with a firmneſs of * which doth honour 


to his character, he declares in the words before us, 


that bis heart flood in awe of God's word. 


From 


0.4 
From this view of the verſe it follows, 
Firſt, That David was perſecuted on account of 

on; but, 

Seconaly, David declares this was no jut cauſe 
for perſecution—+ without cauſe.” 


The inference is eaſy. No difference in religious 
opinions and practices is a juſtifiable cauſe for perſecution. 


But it might be enquired, What hath this to do 
with the ſubject in hand? It is allowed that a ſpirit 
of perſecution did reign in David's day,---that it 
exiſted in the days of Chriſt and his Ipoſtles (both 
Jews and Gentiles uniting in their attempts to extir- 
pate Chriſtianity)---yea, it is granted farther, that 
where the intolerant ſpirit of Popery hath prevailed, 
there hath perſecution prevailed alſo ;---but is it any 
longer known in our land? Is there fuch a thing as 
perſecution realized in a kingdom ſo diſtinguiſhed 
for its civil and religious hberties as England ? Yes, 
my brethren, every conſcientious Diſſenter throughout 
the realm, is to this moment a ſubject of perſecu- 

tion! The laws of which we complain, and the ini- 
gquity and injuſtice of which I ſhall now attempt to 
expoſe, are founded upon à principle as truly perſe- 
cutive as that by which Daniel was caſt into the 
lion's den, the three children into the fiery furnace, 
or the apoſtle John baniſhed to the iſle of Patmos ! 
Yes, upon the ſame principle on which the inhuman 
| Lewis butchered ſo many proteſtants in France! 
The ſame through which England gliſtened with the 


flames, and echoed with the groans of dying martyrs, 
| in 


„ 
in the days of that bloody princeſs (a SY nde 
to the Britiſh throne) queen Marr. 


What is perſecution, but impoſing any hardſhip 
whatever on a man on account of his religious opinions? 


Have not Diſſenters hardſhips, grievous hard- 
ſhips impoſed upon them ? Are they not the ſub- 
jects of diſabilities to which none but traitors ſhould 
be obnoxious, merely for their religious opinions ® 


What then ſhall we ſay of thoſe laws which thus 
oppreſs us? Can any one deny they are founded on 
a perſecuting principle + And doth not the conduct 
of their ſupporters diſcover them too much in- 
fluenced by an intolerant ſpirit ? 


 Whence ariſe theſe numerous aſſociations to con- 
tinue our grievances? To what ſhall we attribute 
the various ſhameful ſquibs from the preſs, and 
weekly declamations from the pulpit“, in order to 


A few days before this diſcpurſe was delivered, a clergyman of 
this town, publicly undertook to injure our cauſe, by defaming our cha- 
racters; and in the warmth of his zeal againſt the Diſſenters, declared 
that their loyalty to the king had been exactly delineated ny the 
blood of a king. 


What was this but a baſe inſinuation, that the preſent Dyſenters are 
hoſtile to their preſent ſovereign, and only wait an opportunity to bring 
king George himſelf on the ſcaffold ? When this reverend gentleman, 
or any of his brethren in orders, can prove by facts their ſuperior 
Malty to the houſe of Hanover, and attachment to the preſent conſti- 
tution, let them come forth and demonſtrate it : Till then, let them not 
forget their duty both to preach and practice that divine command, 
« Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy meighbour,” 


inflame 


4 1 
inflame the minds of the ignorant, and confirm the 
prejudices of others, more informed but not more 
liberal? W hat gives birth to the 1 of ſome, 
that they would rather we ſhould loſe our lives than 
gain our ends ? 


15 not this the genuine effect of a ſpirit congenial 
to Bonnors or Gardiners of old? And who ſhall re- 


fuſe ſuch an equal ſhare in the eſteem of future 
generations? 


It is but juſt, brethren, that you ſhould be no 
longer miſled reſpecting the nature and juſtice of 
our preſent claims. 


The Teſt and Corporation Acts of which we 
complain, we oppoſe on the following grounds : 


I. They are oppreſſive to us as Diſſenters. 
II. Jnjurious and diſgraceful to the nation at 
large. | 

III. Bann to God, and our Holy religion. 


| In order to your conviction of, the Juſtice of the 
© *firſt propoſition, I need only repear to you what 
they are, and lead your reflections on their extent and 


partialtty. 


The Corporation Act was paſſed in 1661, and 
provided © that no perſon or perſons ſhall ever 
c hereafter be placed, elected, or choſen in, or to, 


ce any office or place in 2 corporation ä 
| 4 | 


3, 
« that ſhall not have, within one year next before 
« ſuch election or choice, have taken the ſacrament 
* of the Lord's ſupper, according to the rites of = 
church of England “.“ 


But in the reign of George I. ſo many Ls. 
niences were found to ariſe from this act, in the 
manner it then ſtood, that another act was paſſed, 
declaring, that no one who ſhould from that time 
be choſen to any corporate office, ſhould incur any 
incapacity, diſability, forfeiture, &c. unleſs ſuch 
perſon be ſo removed, or ſuch proſecution be 
commenced within ſix months after ſuch perſons 
being elected into ſuch an officeF, 


Thus are Diſſenters ao circumſtanced by this 
act, that ſhould any be choſen by the ſuffrages of 
the electors, to fill any corporate office, and if from 
a conſciouſneſs of their duty, and zeal for their public 
good, they ſhould accept the ſame without conform- 
ing to the rites of the church of England, they lie 

a proſecution, even by thoſe very perſons, 
or any of them, who elected them unto the office, 


Indeed, before the toleration act took place, they 

_ were ſubject to heavy penalties, and diſabilities, 

ſhould they refuſe to accept an office to which they 
were nominated, 


Then eaſy was it to ruin any Diſſenter, * * 
void of offence his conduct had been, both to his 


| 13 Car. H. e. v. 6 7a. * + 9 Ges. I. c. 6. 5 3. 
hs God, 


9) 4 
God; and to his wm tt was only to elect him 
to an office if he accepted it without qualifying 
(which few conſcientious Diſſenters would do) he 
muſt be puniſhed for accepting it, and if he refuſed, 
he muſt be puniſhed for refu/ing it: But thank God, 
the lenient hand of Toleration hath in part wiped 
away this-reproach frum our * 


The Teſt Act paſſed in 1673, requires © every 
« perſon who ſhall be admitted into any office, civil 
or military, or ſhall receive any pay, ſalary, fee, 
te or wages, by reaſon of any patent, or grant of his 
% majeſty, or ſhall have command or place of truſt 
« from or under his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
© or by his or by their authority, or by authority 
ce derived from him or them, —or ſhall be ad- 
« mitted into any ſervice or employment in the 
« houſhold of his majeſty, ſhall take the oaths as 
ec directed in the act, and ſhall alſo receive the ſacra- 
ce ment of the Lord's ſupper according to the uſage 
« of the church of England, within three months 
te after his or their admittance into, or receiving 
« their ſaid authority and employment, in ſome 
ee public church, on ſome Lord's-day immediately 
ec after divine ſervice and fermon®.” 


The only alteration made in this act ſince its 
introduction, is the prolonging the time allowed for 
qualifying from three to ſix months, which was done 
in the reign of George II. So that in all other re- 
Helke it is as oppreſſive now as ever. 


* 25 Car. II. C. 2. . 


You 


(0) 
You cannot but have remarked how oppreſſive 
theſe acts (particularly the latter) are, on account 
of their extent. 


They exclude every nonconformiſt from a ſhare 
in the executive part of the laws of the land, and 
render him incapable of any office, of truſt, or profit 
under government. 


Hence, though Diſſenters are obliged to contribute 
an equal part with their fellow-citizens, towards the 
revenues of the kingdom, they are wholly excluded 
(however deſerving, or otherwiſe capacitated) from 
enjoying any office, not only. of profit from, but 
truſt with their own contributions. 


And farther, as the letter of the law muſt be 
abode by, and as that expreſsly excludes all who 
are in any reſpef? entruſted by royal authority; it 
expoſes to the penalties of the act, many, yea, 
multitudes in a commercial line; for as many laws 
have lately been enacted, whereby the venders are 
obliged to take out a licence for ſelling, and collect 
a duty upon a certain articles, as perfumery, hats, 
gloves, &c. all perſons of this deſcription, are now 
open to the proſecution of any ill-diſpoſed perſon, 

who.to injure his neighbour, or adyantage himſelf, 
chuſes to become informer. ; 


'Indeed the diſſenting clergy are not exempted. 
We are obliged to collect the tax on regiſters both 
of births and burials; in caſe of omiſſion, we are 


fined 


\N\ 


14. 


fined twenty pounds for every offence, and in caſe 
of compliance, even we muſt take the ſacrament in 
the church of England, according to her rites; or 
be open to all the penalties incurred through a 
vreach of the T eſt Act. 


But you enquire, what thoſe 3 are? 1 
reply, heavy ones indeed. Thus runs the act: 


If any perſon ſhall execute any of the ſaid offices, 


or employments, without having qualified as re- 


quired by the Act, and being thereon; an 
ws he ſhall, 


1. Be diſabled from thenceforth to ſue, or uſe 


any action, bill, plaint, or information, in courſe of 


law, or to proſecute any ſuit, in any court of equity, 


2. He ſhall be diſabled from being guardian to 
any child. (even his own) or executor, or adminiſ- 
trator of any perſon, or capable of receiving any 
legacy, or deed of gift, 


3. He ſhall be incapable of bearing any office 
within England, Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed; 
and, 


4. Shall forfeit five hundred pounds, to be re- 
covered by him or them that ſhall ſue for the 


ſame, 


Britons! This is the glorious civil and religious 
liberty of which we boaſt—A worthy conſcientious 
man 


( 12 ) 
man muſt be ruined for doing his duty! Truly, me- 
thinks; no unprejudiced man, that feels as a man, 
would refuſe to ſtrain every nerve in order to break 
ſuch ſhackles from his fellow citizens [Ns 


The oppreſſion of theſe acts is increaſed by d their 
partiality; for though extenſive and unlimited with 
reſpect to the perſons of the Diſſenters; not fo with 
reſpect to offices, Thus adds this _— at: 


* This excluſion ſhall not extend to the office of 
ce any high conſtable, petty conſtable, tything man, 
ce headborough, overſeer of the poor, churchwarden, 
ce ſurveyor of the highways, or any like inferior civil 
© office.” So to all © inferior civil offices” we are 
eligible ;---theſe we ſhall ſhare with our conformin 
fellow ſubjects : but from every office in the 

degree deſirable, we are wholly excluded, 


Let Diſſenters no longer, while theſe oppreſſive 

acts remain, boaſt they are the ſons of Britain: no, 
brethren, we are rather flaves to Britain; heavy are 
our burdens, and cruel are our taſk maſters ! 


Not unlike is our ſituation to the FP I. 
raelites in Egypt, only with this difference there 
was one of them admitted to be in Pharoah's court, 
but nat one conſcientious Diſſenter ſhall be admitted to 
ſerve the meaneſt office in the family of our king. 


| Do we then complain without cauſe? Do we 


groan without being burdened ? It muſt be.con+ 
feſſed 


( 23 ) 
feſſed we are heavily * our enemies them 
ſelves being judges. | 


2. Notwithſtanding whatever hath been falſely 
ſaid of our diſaffection to the ſtate, we ſeek a repeal 
of theſe laws not only as particularly oppreſſive to 
us as Diſſenters, but as ene and Ser aces to the 
nation at large. 1 3 


Fes Wie native land is dear to us; 
we. poſſeſs as noble an ardour, and as generous a 
zeal, for the /afety, the welfare, the honour of the 
Britiſh nation, as ever warmed the breaſt of the moſt 
| zealous conformiſt: we conſider theſe laws as highly 
injurious, and no leſs diſgraceful to the land, and our 
concern for its proſperity, urges us to ſeek them re- 
poaled, and . for ever. - 


It cannot be ſu ak. that one in an hundred 
among the — Diſſenters, will, or can gain any 


poſitive advantage, by the repeal of theſe laws ;--- 
ninety-nine of an hundred muſt therefore be diſin- 
tereſted: and to what motive ſhall we attribute their 
late ſpirited exertions, but to a concern for the public 
good? Not excited by factious principles, or ſedi- 
tious ſpirits (as hath been faid) they are urged by 
better motives ;=---they diſdain ſuch baſe inſinuations, 
and deſpiſe their authors too, 


We aſſert theſe laws are injurious to the nation at 
large; we prove it, by declaring that they keep out 
from ſerving their country a ſet of men, many of 

| whom 


( 14 ) 
whom can juſtly confeſs no Mrs W 
fill cheſe offices. 


As a body of Diſſenters we do not bluſh to ſay, 

(becauſe no man can diſprove the aſſertion) that 
many among us are as capable of ſerving our 
country, as any other of its citizens; we eſtabliſn 
ñt by referring to the conduct, the ſpirited and ſuc- 
ceſsful conduct of many Diſſenters, on many for- 
mer occaſions; particularly in © two rebellions the 
c Diſſenters without the exception of a ſingle in- 
te dividual, ſhewed a ſteady attachment to the pre- 
<« ſent government. This merit none can deny to 
our fathers, and who can me It is ſtill ey by 
the children? 


Were not the Diſſenters zealous in aue of 
the preſent reigning family, when the high church 
party were uſing their moſt nervous efforts to 
reſtore the Fame! = . | 


Have they not been univem in their loyalty 
(notwithſtanding their oppreſſion) from the firſt 
eſtabliſhment of the houſe of Hanover on the 
Britiſh throne, to the preſent moment? We call 
on our oppoſers to produce an inſtance of difaffec- 
tion if they are able! On the contrary, have not 
many riſqued their lives, and properties, in ſup- 
port of the preſent conſtitution ?. When our ad- 
verſaries can put a negative here, then let them 
refuſe our claims. 


But 


( 15 ) 

But if theſe things are allowed, is it not im- 
politic that ſuch men ſhould have their hands tied, 
and feet bound, when their patriotic zeal Wann 
them to ſeek the public good? 


Dios not the ann of the ſtate depend on the 
number of its wile, faithful, and active ſubjects ? 
And is not the ſtate injured, when the number of 
ſubjects of this deſcription is diminiſhed ? 


But zbeſe afts do in fact by reſtraining their exer- 
tions, diminiſh their number 1n our land; and thus 
they operate injuriouſly to the ſtate. Let but theſe 


acts be repealed, and the ſecurity of the ſtate will 
be increaſed---To its enemies it will be more for- 


midable, and in its own boſom will be enjoyed 
more peace. 


Theſe laws do not only injure, but N the 
nation at * 


They lay it open to a 1 of ingratitude, in 
refuſing thoſe ſubjects whoſe exertions merit moſt, 
the favours which others in common enjoy. Facts 
have been referred to, which prove that Diſſenters 
have been not only peaceable, but active in the in- 
tereſts of the kingdom, according to its preſent con- 
ſtitutian: and highly diſgraceful is it to the ſtate, 
to treat with marked contempt its greateſt friends. 


Theſe laws lay the nation open alſo to a charge 
of chicanery, and deceit; Becauſc when the Dil- 
ſenters, 


16) 
ſenters, actuated by the moſt generous love of 
their country, concutred in paſſing the act which 
ſo oppreſſes them; aſſurances were given them, 
that proviſion ſhould afterwards be made for their 
relief: Which indeed was 7wice done by the Com- 
mons and once by the Peers; and had it not been 
for what one calls © a piece of political legerde- 
© main” would have paſſed Into a law. m Hrs 
Dr. Furneaux, in his Letters to Jog Black- 
T_ thus relates the opts. * 


66 It ſhould be . that 5 . Pony 
© of the Teſt was, not to exclude the Proteſtant 
<« Difſenters,. but the Papiſts. It was brought in 
* by the patriots in the reign of Charles II. under 
tt their apprehenſions of Popery and a Popiſh Suc- 
« ceſſor; and is ſtiled, an Act for preventing dan- 
« gers which may happen from Popiſh Recuſants; 


* and the ſame is ſaid to be its deſign in the pre- 


« amble. And when, during the debate in the 
c Houſe of Commons, it was obſerved, that it was 
© drawn in ſuch a manner as to comprehend the 
cc Proteſtant Diſſenters, the court party endeavoured 
ce to avail themſelvesof that circumſtance in order 
cc to defeat the * 


cc But the diſſenting members 3 them, 


e by declaring, that they had rather confide in the 
cc juſtice and generoſity of parliament, to paſs ſome 
cc future bill in their favour, than be the occaſion 


« of 1 or defeating the ſecurity, —_— 
ce preſent 


V 


. 
©« preſent bill was calculated to afford to the liber- - 
e ties of their country; And this genuine patriotiſm 
ce facilitated the paſſing of a bill then depending in 
ce the Commons, for their relief from the penal 
« laws; which being ſent up to the Lords, and 
ce coming down with ſome amendments, the parha- 
* ment was ſuddenly prorogued through the reſent- 
c ment of the court, and the intended ene to 

ce the Diſſcnters prevented. | 


cc And when ena in 1680, a bill i in favour 
ce of the Diſſenters paſſed both houſes, and lay ready 
ce for the royal aſſent, the court ventured upon a 
ce very extraordinary expedient the clerk of the 
* crown was ordered to convey away the bill; and 
ce accordingly it was never afterwards to be found“. 


Hence, it is evident, that the diſſenting members - 
then in the houſe, were not unwilling to ſubject 
themſelves to a temporary evil, for the ſake of the 
public good; but, whilſt they thus evidenced this 
truly admirable zeal for their native land, it is no 
leſs evident they conſidered it as bound to releaſe 
them from thoſe evils at a proper period. That 
period is long ſince arrived; but till we have to 
groan beneath the burdens brought upon us, by our 
truly worthy, but perhaps too incautious anceftors.--- 
Still, we have a claim on the honour of the legiſla- 
ture for relief; nor will the preſent reproach be 

wiped away, until that relief is granted. 


* Second edition, p. 180, 181. 


B 


| (18) 
The Teſt and Corporation Acts, farther, entail 
diſgrace on the nation, as they expoſe it to the 
charge of ach and e Wendy. | 


And what can be a more glaring abſurdity, t n 
that thoſe very men, who are conſidered as legally 
qualified for making laws, ſhould be incapacitated 
for the execution of thoſe laws when made: I mean 
the abſurdity attending the eligibility of Diſſenters to 
ſit in the houſe of parliament, whilſt they are to- 
tally diſqualified from ſerving even the office of a 
tide-waiter or exciſeman ; offices whoſe exiſtence, 
and regulation depend entirely on their deciſions. 


So ſurprizing is this, that biſhop Sherlock, though. 
a ſteady friend to theſe oppreſſive acts, declares that 
It muſt upon the leaſt reflection appear very 
4 ſtrange, to advance a man to a ſhare in making 
<« laws for the nation, and yet deny him all ather 


* yours: ri 


Far more e conf bent would it 1 either to grant 
both legiſlative, and executive power, or neither. But 
if long experience hath proved the propriety of Diſ- 
ſenters being legiſlators; and the integrity of their 
conduct hath been ſo amply demonſtrated, why re- 
fuſe them capacity to execute thoſe laws their wiſ- 
dom hath * | 


* Arguments 1 the Teſt and Corporation Abts, 
edition 1787, p. 45. 


Again, 


W 


69 
Again, theſe laws diſhonour the nation as they 
make an encroachment on the royal prerogative v. 
The prelate before referred to, was ſo convinced 
of this, as to ſay, © The incapacity for offices which 
« ſome lie under, in virtue of the Teſt Act, is in 
« truth a reſtraint upon the crown +. 


Should therefore the ſovereign of Britain find 
ever ſo ſtrong a deſire, to poſſeſs a conſcientious Di/- 
* The king is likewiſe the fountain of honour, of office, and of 


privileges, and this in a different ſenſe from that wherein he is tiled 
the fountain of juſtice ; for here he is really the parent of them. It is 


. impoſſible that government can be maintained without a due ſub- 


ordination of rank; that the people may know and diſtinguiſh ſuch as 
are ſet over them, in order to yield them their due reſpect and obedience; 
and alſo that the officers themſelves, being encouraged by emulation and 
the hopes of ſuperiority, may the better diſcharge their functions: and 
the law ſuppoſes, that xo one can be fo good a judge of their ſeveral 


- merits and ſervices, as the king himſelf who employs them. It has 


therefore intruſted him with the ſole power of conferring dignities and 
honours, in confidence that he will beſtow them upon none but ſuch 
as deſerve them. From the ſame principle alſo ariſes the prerogo- 
tive of erecting and diſpoſing of offices: for honours and offices are in 
their natures convertible and ſynonymous. 
Upon the ſame, or like reaſon, the king has alſo. the prerogative of 
conferring privileges upon private perſons. Such as granting place or 
precedence to any of his ſubjects, as ſhall ſeem good to his royal wiſdom. 
be king having the ſole adminiſtration of the government in his 
hands is the beſt and only judge, in what capacities, with what pri- 
vileges, and under what diſtinctions, his people are the beſt qualified to 
ſerve and act under him. A principle which was carried ſo far by the 
imperial law, that it was determined to be the crime of ſacrilege, even to 
doubt whether the prince had appointed proper officers in the ſtate. 
Blackſtone's Commentaries, 12mo edit. vol. 1. p. 271, 272, 273» 


+ Arguments againſt a repeal of the Teſt. and Corporation Acts, 


edition in 1787, p. 38. 
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ſenter-with an office, he thought him moſt calculated 
to fill ;---the wiſhes of majeſty are in vain !---the 
man's a Diſſenter! What then? He muſt either 
"recant, turn hypocrite, loſe his place, or ruin himſelf 
and family. 


Our opponents may boaſt as they pleaſe, of ſupe- 
rior loyalty and attachment to the king ; but they 
cannot prove their aſſertions, without either de- 
monſtrating that limiting royal prerogative, is a proof 
of their attachment ; or elſe coming forward in op- 
poſition to thoſe as, which make this encroachment 


on the rights of majeſty. 


Important are the grounds you have already 
heard we go on, to juſtify our claims. 


The former we urge as men; now we come 
forward as Chriſtians, and ſay, that we 


3. Purſue a repeal of the Corporation and Teſt 
Acts, becauſe they are diſbonouring to God and our 
holy religion, by proſtituting the /acred ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper to the purpoſe of a qualification for 
civil offices. 55 


Biſhop Hoadly juſtly ſays, „I cannot but con- 
« ſider that as the qualification for an office, with- 
ce out which, the law declares all other qualifications 
« ſhall ſignify nothing, and by virtue of which, any 
* perſon who externally fulfils this law, ſhall cer- 
ce tainly 


\Y\ 


an. 

* tainly and legally poſſeſs his poſt“. Now it is 
well known, that let a man be ever ſo wiſe, or honeſt; 
be ever ſo well qualified for an office; all his other 
qualifications ſhall avail nothing, unleſs he takes the 
Sacrament according to the rites of the church of 


England. 


It therefore follows, that this holy ordinance is ſo 
debaſed by theſe acts, as to become © a mere engine 
* of ſtate f. 


Let us only oppoſe the neceſſary purport of theſe 
acts, to the original 4 of the inſtitution of this 


Sacrament: 


Jzsvs CRHRIST faith, juſt before he was about to 
realize his laſt ſufferings, © Do THis in remembrance 


of ME.” 3 


The Teſt Act faith in effect, . Before you enter 
© on any office of emolument, or truſt, Do THS to 


* QUALIFY you for enjoying it.” 


®* Refutation of Sherlock's Arguments, edition in 1787, p. 8. 


I In Chriſts Church the Lord's Supper is appointed and uſed ONLY 
for ſpiritual and religious ends ; but, in the Church of England, it 1s 
notoriouſly both inſtituted and uſed for political and worldly ends; to 
qualify for a poſt. In the former it was appointed with intention, and 
as a mean of uniting all Chriſtians, and of deſtroying all variance and 
diſtinctions between them: in the latter it is appointed with intention, 
and as à mean of diſcriminating and dividing Chriſtians, and of making 


a diſtinction betwixt one and another. 
Towgood's Letters, 5th edition, p. 19. 
B 3 | The 
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The ſcripture declares © He that eateth and 
ce drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damna- 
ce tion to himſelf,” whilſt the Teſt Act, holds out a 
temptation o hundreds, thus unworthily to come, 
and receive it. NN 


The receiver of this holy ordinance, ſhould be 
the poſſeſſor of pure religion, and undefiled, of 
facred, and holy diſpoſitions ; and theſe ſhould be 
in exerciſe, whilſt he ſurrounds the table of his 
dying Saviour. 


But, how can it be ſuppoſed, that a man, when 
doing an act, /olely for civil qualification, ſhould have 
his thoughts wholly occupied with divine contemp- 
lations, and be capable of © diſcerning the Lord's 
body?“ It is moſt natural, for our thoughts to be 
connected with thoſe things which bear immediate 
relation to the as we are engaged in; and when a 
chriſtian comes to the Lord's ſupper, from proper 
motives, to have his meditations aſſiſted on the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, and the love of God in ſending 
his Son into the world to ſave ſinners ; that ordi- 
nance is admirably calculated to accompliſh ſuch 
ends. But the caſe is altered when he comes to 


His meditations being led to that which bears im- 
mediate relation to the act he is engaged in, we might 
naturally ſuppoſe are ſuch as theſe: © I am about to 
« enter on poſſeſſion of ſome honourable or lucrative 


cc Poſt 


N 
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* poſt under government. I comply with the Teſt Act 
« in this. inſtance, as a qualification, and when I have 
** partook of this bread and wine, I ſhall be inſtalled, 
ce and confirmed in my office; ſuch profit: ſhall I 
© obtain, ſuch honours will be conferred upon me; 


* as ſoon as this ceremony is over, I ſhall enjoy 
« full poſſeſſion of them.” And thus he loſes fight 
of the end of Chriſt's inſtitution, whilſt he im- 


e Propbanes it. 


Nor, whatever perverts and debaſes any of Chriſt's 
:aſtiturions, is d;ſhonouring to God; but, ſuch a pro- 


flitution as this doth pervert, and debaſe this ſacred in- 


fitution, and therefore, the application of this ſa- 
crament to civil purpoſes, diſhonours God, and our 
holy religion. And, awful it is to think! diſbonouring 
God, is made the duty of too many Engliſhmen in 
office made fo by the /aws of their country! * 


Methinks, every pious mind, muſt feel an holy 
indignation at ſuch perverſions, and whatever their 
ſentiments be in other matters, come forth unitedly 


in the common cauſe; and make every lawful effort 


for the removal of laws ſo diſhonourable to God, 
and detrimental to religion. 


We might ſuppoſe indeed, that the Clergy of the 


_ eſtabliſhed Church, under theſe impreſſions, would 


lend their utmoſt aſſiſtance, to reſtore that primi- 


tive ſimplicity to the religion of Chriſt, which was 


* See the laſt note of the 21ſt page. 
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its fre, and ever will be its chief ornament 1 
cially as they are obliged to adminiſter this ordi- 
nance to thoſe who apply for qualification, however 
convinced. their, conſciences ſhould. be, of the un- 


| fimeſs and uur hinge of the communicants. 
3 * 


It 0 peen faid, bend, that this is tiene] ; 
but whoever conſults the rubric before the commu- 
nion ſervice, will find that much muſt be proved 
before even the canon law will juſtify a refuſal : 
and indeed, thofe rules are ſo vague, and inconclu- 
ſive, that it is hard to ſay what they comprehend, 
and what they do not. Beſides, it hath lately been 
aſſerted from the preſs (by reſpectable authority) 
that * the temporal courts have more than once 
< intimated an opinion, that an action would lie 
< againſt a miniſter, who ſhould deny the ſacra- 
ment to any perſon, however profligate, or in other 
© reſpefts objeFionable, that requeſted it. The clergy- 
© man, therefore (adds our author) 1s 1n a pitiable 
« condition. A pious man, feeling exquiſitely 
c for the intereſts of religion, is obliged, under the 
« peril of a ſuit at law, which may bring ruin upon 
* himſelf and family, to adminiſter the Sacrament 
ce without reſerve, to the moſt profiigate unbelievers, 
ce and to wretches, whoſe lives are a ſcandal to hu- 

© man nature; at the ſame time, that he is ſolemnly 
e bound, by the ties of duty and office, to exclude 
ce them from the altar; and runs a riſk of a proſecu- 
ce tion in the ſpiritual courts for admitting them *.“ 


* In the Chriſtian Church, no openly debauched, or ſcandalouſly 
wicked perſon, has a right to come to the Table of the Lord, or to par- 
take 


( 
Is it not ſtrange then, that the eſtabliſhed clergy 
themſelves db not come forth in a body (many indi- 
viduals have appeared in defence of their rights) and 
labour to obtain a deliverance from obligations to 
wound their conſciences, proſtitute this holy ordi- 
nance, and thereby diſhonour God? 


; But, if they are ſilent, is that a reaſon we ſhould 
be ſo too !—Becauſe, they will not ſeek to remove 
this unballoted perverſion, ſhall we be remiſs and 
inactive? No, rather let our activity put their ſu- 
pineneſs to the bluſh ; let us make every juſt exer- 
tion, in behalf of the cauſe of Engliſhmen! the 
cauſe of Chriſtianity ! the cauſe of God ! 


Having ſet before you the principal motives, 
which induce us to ſeek a repeal of theſe oppreſſive 
acts; it may be neceſſary to ſtate, and briefly reply 
to ſome objections which have been made to the 
repeal : | TU gNoranok Age vt Ye 


1. Many ſay, Theſe laws are never put in force, 
and therefore why this clamour to reareſs an ideal evil? 


I reply, the objection is indefen/ible, for there is 
an action now pending in law, brought againſt the 


take of its proviſions ; but in the Church of England, if ſuch a perſon 
has a commiſſion from the king, in the army, or the fleet, or any other 
profitable poſt, this gives him a right to come to the communion table, 
a right to demand the holy elements at the prieſt s hands, as a qualifi- 
cation for his poſt, 


Towgood's Letters, ret ſup. 


Mayor 
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Mayor of Nottingham, for his acceptance of that 
office, without taking the Sacrament to qualify. 


But ſuppoſing they never had been executed, can 
it be imputed to any other cauſe than this ;—that 
men of the moſt depraved minds and manners, are not 
2 far degenerated, as to diſgrace themſelves by ap- 
pearing in ſo ſhameful a cauſe. And ſurely, when 
laws become uſeleſs, by the general conſent of the 


nation, there can be no ſhow of reaſon for uppen 
them. 


2. It is objected, that the church is ſo Latte 
connected with the ſtate, that the ſafety of the latter 
ee upon the preſervation of the former, and that 

to provide for this, none ſhould be advanced to 
offices of truſt, or emolument, but ſuch as are of the 


eſtabliſhed religion. 


But the fallacy of this is demonſtrated, (1.) By 
an appeal to the conduct of other nations, to perſons 
of different religious perſuaſions, many of which, have 
advanced Diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed religion, to 
the higheſt poſts of honour, and emolument in the 
ſtate: And the good effects which have attended 
ſuch liberal conduct, makes it apparent, that the 
conſtitution of England can be in no danger from 
the diſannulling of theſe diſtinctions. 


(2.) By an appeal to the conduct of Diſſenters, in 
ſupport of the preſent conſtitution, on paſt occaſions. 
None can deny that they have proved themſelves 


aach 
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fleady friends to it, when conformifts, nurſed in its 
boſom, and enjoying favours conferred with a laviſh 
hand upon them, have proved wipers, ſtriving to 
deftroy the band that cheriſhed them; © 


And as to the ha itſelf, I might ſay, it pro- 
bably owes its very exiſtence to Diſſenters; for, had 
they not repeatedly ſtood in the gap, the eſtabliſhed 
church of England, in its preſent form, would have 
to all human appearance periſhed for ever, unleſs in 
the pages of hiſtory. And how are we repaid? 
With the 4aſe coin of penalties, forfeitures, PET 
excluſions, and contempt. 


3. Another objeAion hath been raiſed, "ina 
That the preſervation of religion, depends on the 
ſtate's diſtinguiſhing thoſe who are of its own re- 
ligion, in order to diſcourage error and e 


Piety. 


But pray, Can there be no religion out of the 
church of England? Hath this church ſeparated 
from the pope, only to aſſume a papal infallibility to 
herſelf? Is Pe the only true ſtandard of doctrine 
and diſcipline ? By whoſe inſpiration were her arti- 
cles, homilies, book of common prayer, &c. drawn 
up? Can ſhe aſſert they were formed under the 
unerring influence of divinity? No doubt their 
compilers believed all conſiftent with the will of 
God; but, was not this judgment formed in oppoſi- 
tion to the efabliſhed church, to which themſelves 


bad been ſubject? Did they not claim a right to 
judge 
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judge for themſelves in their diſſent from the catholic 
anche 4 n wal NE deny us the /ame W ? 


17 hank God! we have the ſcriptures in our own 
hands, and its deciſions alone we will abide by.— 
In the words of our text we declare, Our hearts 
e in awe f God's tabs 


voi this objeftion 155 Ae I it mia be 
allowed, that were Mahometaniſm the eſtabliſhed 
religion, or Judaiſm the eſtabliſhed religion of the 
land; we ought to be perſecuted, unleſs we would 
turn Mahometans or Jews. The ſame principle 
would juſtify every government, whether Pagan, 
Papal, Mahometan, ' or Jewiſh, in perſecuting the 
members of the eftabliſhed church of England, ſhould 
they have the ſuperiority in numbers, as the mem- 
bers of that church have to go upon, to . 
their conduct to Diſſenters. 


But the kingdom of Chriſt is not of this world: It 
was not introduced, nor was it ever benefited by 
the ſecular arm. 


Civil diſtinctions may make men hypocrites, but 
can never make them Chriſtians. Gon, and a man's 
conſcience are the only parties to be concerned in a 
man's religion; and when any one becomes a member 
of any religious ſociety, for the lure of emolument; 
he will eventually prove a diſgrace to that ſociety, 
who tempted him to auer his conſcience for their 
favours, 


No 
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No one who is acquainted with the ſudden change 
which took place in the ſtate of Chriſtianity, when 
particular tenets, firſt received diſtinguiſhed ſupport 
from majeſty, can deny, that the firſt attempt to 
eſtabliſh it by the civil arm, proved eventually more 
injurious to its intereſts, than all the rage of its ad- 
verſaries, and the conſequent perſecution it expe- 
rienced for three centuries before. 


A partial protection of Chriſtianity, is an aſſump- 
tion of the prerogative of Deity: The truths of 
God, have omnipotence on their ſide, and ſo aided 
they can never totally fall. — Uzziah of old, was 
aſſuming the place of God, when he put forth his 
hand to ſupport the ark, and fell a victim to 
his own preſumption. May a ſimilar fate be 
averted from all whoſe conduct is ſimilar to his, in 


our day. 


You have now heard a ſtatement of our caſe, the 
nature and reaſons of our demands, and the futility 
of the objections raiſed againſt them. No longer 
miſrepreſent us, no longer hear our characters 
calumniated, nor our claims cenſured---Be bold for 
your CounTxy and your Gop--And if the oppreſſion 
of a reſpectable part of your fellow-citizens, have 
no weight with you;---If the honour of your native 
land warms not your heart in the cauſe;---yet, re- 
member, what we ſeek bears a cloſe connection with 
the honour of the religion we all profeſs; and if we 
are Chriſtians let us manifeſt it, by uſing our beſt 
efforts, to reſcue the inſtitutes of chriſtianity from 

appropriation 
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appropriation to civil purpoſes. And at leaſt, let us 
one and all pray, for the daun of that glorious day, 
when all invidious diſtinctions between Chriſtians 
ſhall ceaſe; when Judah ſhall no more vex Ephraim, 
nor Ephraim envy Judah; but, peace be upon Iſrael; 
when pure, and unadulterated religion, both in prin- 
ciple, and practice, ſhall extend from ſea to ſea, and 

ſhore to ſhore, till all the nations of the earth, be- 
come united in one common bond of Chriſtian Charity. 
With reſpect to the object we have in view; it is 
our duty and privilege to hold up one anothers hands 
in ſo glorious a cauſe; but, after uſing every proper 
mean, let us contentedly leave the iſſue with God ; be 
is the diſpoſer of all events, it is for us to be re- 
ſigned to his will. 


Should it pleaſe him to crown our preſent exer- 
tions with ſucceſs, let us pray that the enlargement 
of our liberties may be attended with the advance 


of his glory. 


But ſhould we be diſappointed, let us be ſtill ſa- 
tisfied with the wiſdom of his diſpoſals; remem- 
bering, that though for the preſent our wiſhes may 
be fruſtrated ; from the face of the times it cannot 
be ſo long.---No brethren, many who now oppoſe 
us, may live to regret that they have not ſupported 
our preſent claims, and be urged on with double 
pleaſure to hail the reign of univerſal liberty over 
our happy iſle.---Yea, themſelves to be moſt for- 
ward in erecting her banner, and offering themſelves 
her willing votaries. 
if Ny But 


* 

But whether this ſnould be in our day, or not, we 
may be well aſſured, that the preſent æra, when ſo 
noble a ſtand hath been made for the rights of man- 
kind, will long live diſtinguiſhed in the annals of the 


Britiſh empire, and future generations will riſe up 
and call us bleſſed, as the aſſertors of that liberty 


which they will then enjoy. 


In the interval let nothing ſhake our fidelity to 
our God. Let us never ſacrifice the peace of our 
boſoms or our duties to our Maker at the ſhrine of 
avarice or fame, Let the temptation be ever fo 
great, ſtill let us hold faſt our integrity ; ever having 
it in our power to ſay, in the language of David, 
If we are perſecuted it is without a cauſe, our hearts 
ſtill Hand in awe of God's word.---No, bleſt Re- 
deemer! we will never proſtitute the memorials of 


thy death and ſufferings, to obtain ſecular advan- 


tages---We will ſtand in awe of thy word which 
faith © as often as ye do this do it in remembrance of 
mne. No, we will never go to Calvary to ſeek tem- 
poral emoluments! Never will we viſit Geth/emane 
with our feet, while our hearts are ſet on our idols! 
We will never make thy tomb the path to earthly 
© preferment We will rather endure ſhame, and diſ- 
grace, contempt, and perſecution, than prophane 
with unhallowed hands and lips, thy ſacred inſtitu- 
tions; and if through a zeal for thy honour, our 
enemies triumph over us; we will not return rail- 
ing for railing, but teach them by our conduct, that 
going to the holy altar with ſuitable diſpoſitions, 
tends to conform us more to the bleſt pattern thou 


haſt exhibited in thine own perſon, for our imita- 
- tion; 
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tion; and inclines us uniformly to obey that chriſ- 
tian precept, “When ye are reviled revile not 


r 


This brethren be your 0 A: Ya that 
let what will be the iſſue, your hearts ſhall ſtand i in 


awe of God's word. 


And whilſt we are juſtly contending for our ex- 
ternal liberties; let us not forget, to be continually 
aiming at a perfect deliverance from the bondage of 
iniquity ; let us be watchful, that ſin hath not do- 
minion over us, but that we make daily advances 
towards that perfection of freedom from in, igno- 
rance, and affiition, which awaits all the godly in 
the worid to come. 


It hath no connection with our eternal welfare, 
whether we enjoy the liberty of churchmen, or are 
reſtrained with the oppreſſed Diſſenters here; ſo we 
have but a name and a place in the church trium- 


* 


It matters not much, compared with this, ak 
our names are enrolled in the regiſters of corporations, 
or offices of profit or honour, under civil government ; 10 
we have but our names written in the Lamb's book 
of life, and are prepared for, and by-and-by are in- 
troduced to immortal and never fading glories, in the 
world to come, there no more to complain of op- 
preſſion, perſecution, or diſgrace, but exalted to the 
higheſt honours, enjoy uninterrupted tranquility, and 
Joys, which know neither bound, nor end, | 
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- SINCE this diſcourſe was delivered, the expected 
account. came of the motion's W 
the Houſe of Commons. | 


It is hoped that this circumſtance will by no 
means tend to reſtrain the exertions of the friends 
to liberty: Perſeverance is neceſſary to the accom- 
pliſhment of important ends; eſpecially when theſe 
ends are to be effected by appeals to the reaſon of 
mankind. But let it be remembered, that conqueſts 

fo made, are much more honourable and advantageous 
than thoſe obtained by the force of arms. 


Minds long ſwayed by prejudice, generally re- 
ceive illumination by ſlow degrees ;—bur as truth 
loſes nothing by diſcuſſion, we may encourage our- 
ſelves in the aſſurance, that the more the nature and 
grounds of our claims are inveſtigated, the more 
numerous will be our ſupporters. 


It ſhould be remarked, that notwithſtanding the 
clamour of the ignorant and prejudiced ; together 
with the ſolemn cautions of the timid and ſuſpi- 
cious ; the number of members who ſupported the 


motion on the Iaſt application, exceeded the number 
C of 


a F 


of our friends in the houſe on either of the former 
applications* ; and though the majority was ſmall, 
yet any majority ſhews we have increaſing intereſt, and 
is an encouragement to perſevere. 


It is evident that the ſubject is not yet univerſally 
well underſtood ; the moſt effectual way therefore 
to enſure ſucceſs, is to make uſe of every mean to 
convince the underſtandings of our countrymen: let 
this be effected, and we need no more; in e 
+ Getas. 


57700 1 March 8, . — 100 
1789, May 8, Ditto e 
1790, March 2, Ditto "Os. "<0; 


Some printed liſts ſay 104 voted for the motion the laſt year; but che 
above is agreeable to the account given in the pamphlet contaiging the 
debate of the Houfe of Commons on that occation, 


U 
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The following Publications, printed at the Requeſt of 
the Diſſenters Committee in Birmingham, are ſold 


by J. Johnſon, London, and alſo by J. Thompſon : 


1. THE Conduct to be obſerved by Diſſenters in order to procure the 
Repeal of the Corporation and Teſt Acts, recommended in a Sermon 
preached before the Congregations of the Old and New Meetings, at 
Birmingham, Nov. 5, 1789. By Joſeph Prieſtley, L. L. D. F. R. S. 
Price 6d, 

2. Extracts from Books, and other Small Pieces, in Favour of Religious 
Liberty, and the Rights of Diſſenters. Number I. and IT. 64. each. 


3. Public Documents declaratory of the Principles of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, and proving that the Repeal of the Corporation and Teſt 
Acts, was earneſtly deſired by King William III. and King 
George I. and alſo by many reſpectable Members of the Church of 
England of high Rank and Situations, both in Church and State, 
during their Reigns, 64. 

4. Biſhop Hoadly's Refutation of Biſhop Sherlock's eats againſt 

a Repeal of the Teſt and Corporation Acts: wherein the Juſtice and 
Reaſonableneſs of ſuch a Repeal are clearly evinced, 15, 64, 


Where may be had, 


FAMILIAR LETTERS, 


Addreſſed to the Inhabitants of the Town of Birmingham, 


IN REFUTATION OF SEVERAL CHARGES 
ADVANCED AGAINST 


THE DISSENTERS, 


By the Rev. Mr, Madan, Rector of St. Philip's, in his Sermon, 


ENTITLED, 
© The principal Claims of the Diſſenters conſidered.” 
Preached at St. Philip's Church, on Sunday, February 14, 1790. 
BY JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, L.L.D. F.R.S. 


PART I. AND II; (SIX-PENCE EACH.) 
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